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Service Station.  Any building, structure, or land used for the dispensing and sale at retail of any 
automobile fuels, oils, or accessories, including lubrication of automobiles and replacement or 
installation of minor parts and accessories but not including major repair work. 
 
Solar Energy Related Definitions. 

1. Accessory Solar Energy: A solar collection system consisting of one or more 
roof/structure mounted and/or ground/pole mounted solar collector devices and solar 
related equipment, and is intended to primarily reduce on-site consumption of utility power. 
A system is considered an accessory solar energy system only if it supplies electrical or 
thermal power solely for on-site use, except that when a property upon which the system is 
installed also receives electrical power supplied by a utility company, excess electrical power 
generated and not presently needed for on-site use may be used by the utility company. 

 
2. Principal Solar Energy Production Facility: An area of land or other area used for a solar 

collection system principally used to capture solar energy and convert it to electrical energy. 
These production facilities primarily produce electricity to be used off-site. Large Principal 
solar energy production facilities consist of one or more free-standing ground/pole, or 
roof/structure mounted solar collector devices, solar related equipment and other accessory 
structures and buildings including light reflectors, concentrators, and heat exchangers, 
substations, electrical infrastructure, transmission lines and other appurtenant structures and 
facilities. These production facilities primarily produce electricity to be provided off-site. 
Examples include “Small Solar Facility” and “Community Solar Facility” as defined by 
statute or herein. 

 
3. Solar Energy Equipment: Items for the purpose of generation, transmission, and storage 

of electricity, including but not limited to a solar photovoltaic cell, solar panels, lines, pumps, 
inverter(s), batteries, mounting brackets, racking, framing and/or foundation used for or 
intended to be used for the collection of solar energy. 

 
4. Solar Photovoltaic (PV): The technology that uses a semiconductor to convert light 

directly into electricity. 
 

5. Clear Fall Zone (Solar Energy): An area surrounding a ground/pole mounted solar energy 
system into which the system and/or components might fall due to inclement weather, poor 
maintenance, faulty construction methods, or any other condition causing the structure’s 
failure that shall remain unobstructed and confined within the property lines of the primary 
lot where the system is located. The purpose of the zone being that if the system should fall 
or otherwise become damaged, the falling structure will be confined to the primary parcel 
and will not intrude onto a neighboring property. 
 

6. Small Solar Facility: Pursuant to ORC 519.213 (A) (2), “Small Solar Facility” means solar 
panels and associated facilities with a single interconnection to the electrical grid and 
designed for, or capable of, operation at an aggregate capacity of less than 50 MW. 
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5.7. Community Solar: Also known as shared solar, or solar gardens, is an energy model that 
allows customers to buy or lease part of a larger off-site shared solar photovoltaic (PV) 
system. For the purposes of this Resolution, “Community Solar” is considered to be a 
“Principal Solar Energy Production Facility”. 

 
Solid Wastes.  Such unwanted residual solid or semisolid material as results from industrial, 
commercial agricultural, and community operations, excluding earth or material from construction, 
mining, or demolition operations, and other substances which are not harmful to public health, 
including, but is not limited to: garbage, combustible and non-combustible material, street dirt, and 
debris.  For purposes of this definition, “material from construction operations” and "material from 
demolition operations" are those items affixed to the structure being constructed or demolished, 
such as brick, concrete, stone, glass, wallboard, framing and finishing lumber, roofing materials, 
plumbing, plumbing fixtures, wiring, and insulation material. 
 
Stick-built.  A way of describing any structure built from boards of lumber and other building 
materials, in which a substantial amount of the required material and construction labor are brought 
together in final form at the foundation site. 
 
Storage Facility.  A structure which is partially opened or fully enclosed in which animals, chattels, 
or property are stored or kept. 
 
Story.  That part of a building between the surface of a floor and the ceiling immediately above. 
 
Structure.  Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires location on the ground, or 
attachment to something having a fixed location on the ground.  Among other things, structures 
include buildings, mobile homes, walls, fences, and billboards. 
 
Subdivision.   

1) The division of any parcel of land shown as a unit or as contiguous units on the last 
preceding tax roll, into two (2) or more parcels, sites, or lots, any one of which is less than 
five acres for the purpose, whether immediate or future, of transfer of ownership, provided, 
however, that the division or partition of land into parcels of more than five (5) acres not 
involving any new streets or easements of access, and the sale or exchange of parcels 
between adjoining lot owners where such sale or exchange does not create additional 
building sites, shall be exempted; or  

2) The improvement of one (1) or more parcels of land for residential, commercial, or 
industrial structures or groups of structures involving the division or allocation of land for 
the opening, widening or extension of any street or streets, except private streets serving 
industrial structures; the division or allocation of land as open spaces for common use by 
owners, occupants, or lease holders, or as easements for the extension and maintenance of 
public sewer, water, storm drainage, or other public facilities. 

 
Subdivision, Minor.  A subdivision approved by the Champaign County Engineer’s Office and the 
Regional Planning Commission’s designated representative which does not require a plat and which 
is in conformance with the provisions of Section 329 and Section 803 of the Champaign County 
Subdivision Regulations. 
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3. A site drawing showing the location of the unit in relation to existing structures 
on the property, roads and other public right-of-ways, overhead utility lines, and 
neighboring property lines.  In addition, the site drawing should include evidence 
of established setbacks that meet the “clear fall zone.”  
 

A maintenance schedule as well as a dismantling plan that outlines how the unit will be dismantled 
shall be required as part of the permit. 
 
Section 1044 Small Solar Energy Systems (Less than 50 MW). 
A. Accessory Solar Energy Systems 
It is the purpose of this regulation to promote the safe, effective, and efficient use of accessory solar 
energy systems installed to reduce the on-site consumption of utility-supplied electricity. An 
accessory solar energy system shall be considered a permitted accessory use in any district provided 
all requirements and regulations as set forth below are met. 
 
No person shall cause, allow or maintain the use of an accessory solar energy system without first 
having obtained a zoning permit from the zoning inspector. 
 
All accessory solar energy systems shall meet the following requirements: 

1. An accessory solar energy system is permitted in all zoning districts as an accessory to a 
principal use. 

2. An accessory solar energy system shall not be used for the generation of power for the sale 
or donation of energy to other users, although this provision shall not be interpreted to 
prohibit the sale or donation of excess power generated from time to time to the local utility 
company or the sale or donation of power as part of a net metering or similar arrangement. 
Net metering or similar arrangements are those where electricity produced by the accessory 
solar energy system displaces electricity that would otherwise be purchased from an electric 
utility or supplier for the lot where the accessory system is located. Net metering or similar 
arrangements shall be incidental and secondary to the production for on-site use. 

2.3. Accessory solar energy systems with a generation output of five hundred (500) watts or less, 
or a combination of accessory solar energy systems with an aggregate generation output of 
five hundred (500) watts or less, shall not require a permit and shall be exempt from the 
requirements of this section, provided that the system is independent and disconnected from 
the electrical service(s) supplied to the lot on which the accessory solar energy system is 
located. 

3.4. Roof/StructureBuilding mounted accessory solar energy systems: 
a. May be mounted to a principal or accessory building. 
b. Combined height of the solar energy system and building to which it is mounted 

may not exceed the ridgeline of the roof for hip, gable, and gambrel roofs. 
4.5. Ground/Pole mounted accessory solar energy systems: 

a. Shall be no taller than seventy-five (75) percent of the maximum building height 
allowed in that zoning district for principal buildings. 

b. Shall be permitted in the rear or side yard only in the R-1, R-2, B-1, and B-2 Zoning 
Districts. For the U-1, M-1, and M-2 Zoning Districts, the structures must meet the 
minimum yard dimensions for each district or otherwise established by this section. 

c. Shall be erected within an established clear fall zone. 
d. The minimum setback distance from the property lines for structures comprising 

solar energy systems and all related equipment shall be at least one hundred ten (110) 



 61

percent of the height of any structure or at least twenty (20) feet from the nearest 
property line, whichever is greater. 

6. Other structure mounted accessory solar energy systems: 
a. Shall be no taller than seventy-five (75) percent of the maximum building height 

allowed in that zoning district for principal buildings. 
b. Shall be permitted in the rear or side yard only in the R-1, R-2, B-1, and B-2 Zoning 

Districts. For the U-1, M-1, and M-2 Zoning Districts, the structures must meet the 
minimum yard dimensions for each district or otherwise established by this section. 

c. Shall be erected within an established clear fall zone. 
d. The minimum setback distance from the property lines for structures comprising 

solar energy systems and all related equipment shall be at least one hundred ten (110) 
percent of the height of any structure or at least twenty (20) feet from the nearest 
property line, whichever is greater. 

5.7. Accessory Ssolar energy systems shall be designed and located in order to prevent reflective 
glare toward any inhabited structure on adjacent properties as well as adjacent street right of 
ways. 

6.8. Accessory Ssolar energy systems and all solar energy equipment that are no longer 
functioning shall be completely removed from the property within six (6) months from  the 
date they are no longer producing electricity, become damaged, discontinued or broken. Any 
earth disturbance as a result of the removal of the ground mounted solar energy system shall 
be graded and reseeded within thirty (30) days of removal. 

7.9. In addition to the site plan required for any zoning permit or conditional use permit, the 
following shall also be submitted at the time of application and shall include: 

a. Height of the proposed solar energy system(s) at maximum tilt. 
b. Evidence of established setbacks of 1.1 times the height of any structure other than a 

building and “clear fall zone”. 
c. Proof of notice to the electric utility company, Soil & Water Conservation District 

(for drainage impact purposes), and County Health Department/District (for on-site 
sewage treatment impacts) regarding the proposal. 

 
B. Principal Solar Energy Production Facilities  
No Principal Solar Energy Production Facility shall be located in a zoning district where such 
facilities are not explicitly listed as a permitted or conditionally permitted use. 
 
It is not the purpose of this regulation to regulate a major utility facility, or subsidiary use, as defined 
by the Ohio Revised Code, which is regulated by the Ohio Power Siting Board (50 MW or greater). 
It is also not the purpose of this regulation to regulate public utilities that meet the definitions as 
stated in the O.R.C. 4905.02 or O.R.C. 4905.03 and the three criteria of O.R.C. 4905.65(B). 
 
Principal Solar Energy Production Facilities are prohibited in any district. 
 
Section 1045 Junk Storage and/or Sales of Junk.  The outdoor accumulation, collection, and/or 
storage of junk (as defined herein and in Section 1050), which is in public view from any highway or 
adjoining residential structure, shall be prohibited in all zoning districts unless the provisions of the 
following are met:  Junk storage and/or sales of junk shall be effectively screened on all sides by 
means of walls, fences, or plantings.  Walls or fences shall be a minimum of eight (8) feet in height 
with no advertising thereon.  In lieu of such wall or fence, a strip of land not less than fifteen (15) 
feet in width, planted and maintained with an evergreen hedge or dense planting of evergreen shrubs 




